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· “Girondists vs Jacobins” (Prachi Mital)
 

        1.    What interested me about this topic was the fact that there was a split in the unity of the French revolution between the Girondists and Jacobins. Jacobins I knew of as they were the most famous and well known due to the leadership of Maximillian Robespierre. But the Girondist where completely knew to me and created a parallel to another revolution that developed a split, which I’ll get into later.

1. Who were the Girondist?
 

The Girondist where the more moderate of the two groups and the made up the majority in the National Assembly. They also advocated for war against Austria, which Robespierre rightly opposed. (Britannica)

 

2. How did the Girondist fall from power?
 

The Jacobins had always had the ear of the mob and they used it to further blame the Girondist for the military defeats and economic situation. In the end their perceived inability to lead did them in. as the people lost confidence and turned quickly on them, many of them would be arrested and Guillotined leading to Robespierre reign of terror.

 

3. What other revolution had a unique split that led to the rise of one side over the other?
 

The Mensheviks and Bolsheviks shared a similar split which led to the overthrow of    Alexander Kerensky’s government by Vladimir Lenin. The Mensheviks were seen as the more moderate of the two and the Bolsheviks being perceived as the radical left. They executed a similar but much bloodier coup.

Lesson
In the end the Girondist are an example of a political group over playing their hand. They started a war that they weren’t prepared to fight and they refused to make pragmatic decisions to turn the war around and alleviate the common peoples concern over the economy. They came across as “Bookish” and distant with the majority of their members being industrialist, merchants and lawyers, creating the same detached attitude of the people that Louis XIV did. Which in all popular movements is a fatal mistake, as their rule was already in a fragile position in the first place. (Britannica)(Prachi Mital)
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· 2.    Napoleon (Kreis, 2017)

 

Napoleon was a brilliant and powerful man who became the emperor of France in 1804 with the help of the army. He first organize a coup d’état to replace the directory to become a “military dictator” (Kreis, 2017). However, the French people needed him because France was destroyed during the revolution and people were dying of hunger and lost everything because of the war. 

 

                    Questions and Answers

 

What made Napoleon?

“There is no denying the fact that the French Revolution created NAPOLEON BONAPARTE (1769-1821)” (Kreis, 2017)

 

How did Napoleon become emperor of France?

“A new constitution was drawn up which specified that three Consuls would share power as a sort of triumvirate. Napoleon, of course, was one of these Consuls. His ambition, however, forced him to aspire to much more. In 1802, Napoleon was made first Consul for life with the right to choose his successor. On December 2, 1804, Napoleon crowned himself Emperor of the French.” (Kreis, 2017)

What laws did he change?

 “He instituted the CODE NAPOLEON which incorporated the great principles of 1789: equality before the law, careers open to talent, freedom of religion, protection of private property, abolition of serfdom, and the secularization of the state. The Code, however, also had its less-liberal side. Workers were denied collective bargaining, trade unions were outlawed, and a system of labor passports was instituted. Women were declared to be inferior to men by law, and children had no rights at all.” (Kreis, 2017).

 

Lesson:

Although, I don’t agree on how Napoleon saved France, I think he found a better way of voting to make everyone happy with giving power to the state and getting France back to a healthy lifestyle. He was also a smart man because he tried to avoid the mistakes that his predecessors made and he appointed people he trusted like family member. In fact, Napoleon worked only with people he trusted. His family members were the regional rulers abroad. 
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